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Park & Recreation
Holiday Programs

Connector Road Opens

The new road connect- [EEs s niinnanuniama R sn s |
ing Route 143 and Route 111 S
just west of K-Mart has of-
ficially opened. This road
was funded primarily by Fed-
eral Grant funds (FAU), with
the County and City sharing
the remaining cost. The S
project scope included two- _ :
thirds of a mile of new con- - :
crete pavement, new signal
lights and channelization at
Route 111 and Route 143,
Nearly 6,000 vehicles per day
travel this new road. The
work, combined with Illinois Department of Transportation’s widening of Rt. 143 (which
will be complete next year), will greatly improve traffic flow.

The City obtained the necessary right-of-way and temporary construction ease-
ments, as well as supplied field engineering and inspection during the construction phase.
The City is grateful to Rick Jones who donated a large portion of the required right-of-
way which greatly facilitated alignment and preconstruction planning. The project was
completed on time and within the projected $1,225,000 budget.

The City is pleased to have this infrastructure improvement in place in advance of
anticipated traffic from the extension of I-255. It is hoped that Wesley Drive will be a
convenience for the residents and others who shop and patrr/\?ze businesses in the area.
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S e Through a Commurity Development
s MS&E@EW@%;@@MW i grant, the City was able to construct new
e dﬁt@f@’?ﬁ%@?@ﬁ%ﬁ 8] | curbs and gutters on Elble & Murray Streets
' ange ‘ﬂ@mﬂm which will improve drainage. Long time resi-

B el B dent Marie Farmer expressed her apprecia-

£ in Jantar
Call 251-3130 fdr B | con saying “I've wailed a long time, 56
years for this, and I'm very pleased.”
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Studnicki, Grand
Marshal of Parade

Wood River’s 15th Annual Hallow-
een Parade attracted thousands of citizens
on a beautiful autumn day, with over 60
units participating in the parade.

Henry Studnicki, the Grand Marshal,
and his wife, Delores, enjoyed the long
ride through town. Henry, a long-time edu-
cator and former Superintendent of East
Alton-Wood River High School distributed
awards at Central Park ‘after the parade.

Prize for best float:Twin Rivers
Search & Rescue Squad, best adult cos-
tume: Ed Wilson, best child costume:
Nathan Cromwell.

Grand Marshal en Studnicki

Video tapes of the parade can be pur-
chased from Manis Photography for $7.99
and $1,00 from each tape sold will be
donated to the Firefighter’s Burn Camp.

The City thanks Firefighter Brian
Crawford and his committee for coordi-
nating the parade.

M
Mecet The Planning Commission

The Planning Commission is made up of 13 members, appointed by the Mayor,
who generally meet on the third Thursday of each month in the City Hall Council

Chambers.

Their duties are to prepare and recommend a comprehensive plan for the present
and future development of the city, revww preliminary and final plats, and recom-
mend changes from time-to-time in the Official Plan. They are assisted by Planning &

Zoning Administrator Keith Riesberg.

Public hearings are also conducted by the Plan Commission on zoning amend-
ments, annexations, and subdivisions. They then make recommendations to the City
Council. Recently, a new zoning code was adopted by the City Council following the
Planning Commission’s review and recommendation. Their current project will be

updating the City’s comprehensive plan.

Members are: Chairman Danny Davis, Kenneth Bryan, Patrick Silvey, Tom
Cunningham, Judy Retzer, Andrew Kerkemeyer, Dan Robien, Tommie Myers, Charles
Conner, Max Emery, Robert O’Brien, and new member, Robert Drake. These citizens
volunteer their time and provide valuable input to the City Council. We commend

them for their service.

Snow Routes

on December 27,

Please remember when we have a snowstorm of
two inches or more accumulation, it is unlawful to park
a vehicle on a snow route until the sireets are cleared.

Christmas Tree Recycling

You may dispose of your Christmas tree at the 14th Street
Recycling Center at no charge.

The Center is open every Friday, Saturday and Monday from
8 a.m. - 4 p.m, and Sunday from Noon to 4 p.m. It will be open
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The Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment will be sponsoring the follow-
ing events this winter. For more in-
formation, please call 251-3130 dur-
ing regular business hours, Monday
through Friday, 8-Noon and 1-5 p.m.,

PARKS & RECREATION @i

WOOD RIVER, ILLINOIS

Gymnastics/Tumbling:Classes will be held on Tuesday and Thursday
evenings at the Roundhouse. There are six sessions, five weeks each. Ses-
sion IV will begin January 7 and will run through February 6.

. Ladies Evening Step Aerobics: Step aerobics are offered on Monday
| and Wednesday evenings from 6-6:45 p.m. at the Roundhouse. Instructor
Teresa Mize will conduct classes continuous through the winter months.
Registration is 15 minutes prior to class. Fee for a 6-week session is $20.00.

Morning Aerobics: Instructor Merrill Fromme will hold Morning Aero-
bic classes Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from 9-10 a.m. through the
winter months. Register before class. Fee: $27.00 for a 5-week session.

Youth Dance Class: Jazz, tap and ballet will be taught by Teresa Mize
for a fee of $20 per month. Classes are offered for Beginners, Advanced,
Advanced Beginners and Intermediate.

Saturday Matinees: Matinees will be offered on Saturday afternoons
for students in grades 1 thru 5. Dates for matinees are November 9 & 23,
December 7, January 4 & 18 and February 22. Admission is free! Popcorn
and soda are $.25. Bring a friend and watch a movie on the BIG SCREEN at
the Roundhouse.

Rules of the Road: A free session, sponsored by the Secretary of State’s
Office, is held at the Roundhouse to review the basic rules of driving. It is
geared toward senior citizens although others may attend. Sessions are held
from 9-11 a.m. December 10, February 11 and April 8.

Senior Adult Program 55+: Residents, age 55 and over, are invited to
join in activities at the Roundhouse for an annual fee of $10.00. Meetings are
held at 10 a.m. the second Thursday of each month. Lunch is provided for
| special occasions: Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Thanksgiving, and Christ-
mas.

%??Kg Mg&l&;

Everything's On Salet

«Polo Shirts
*Clubs
jale at Lost Year's Prices. sHats
Call The Recreation *Golf Balls
»Department at 251-3130 | *Shoes
for details. ' Call 618-251-3115 + 314-355-1100 |

Notes from
Planning &
Zoning

Home Ownership
“Make It a Reality”

The strength of any community is its
residents, While all residents have a stake in
their community, homeowners generally
have a greater interest in the future of their
city. Homeowners have a sense of owner-
ship and public responsibility that creates
stability within the community.

Recent trends have made it more diffi-
cult for persons to become homeowners.
The rising costs of houses combined with a
competitive employee work-place has
pushed the dream of owning a home out of
many people’s reach. To counter this trend,
several programs were established to make
it easier for people to become homeowners.

Madison County Community Develop-
ment (MCCD) operates a program that of-
fers low-interest loans and partial grants to
assist people in buying a house. This pro-
gram can offer up to $10,000 worth of as-
sistance per household, Mercantile Bank and
Magna Bank both participate with MCCD in
this program. For more information on this
program, call 692-8940.

In addition to their participation with
MCCD, Magna Bank has a separate loan pro-
gram called “Opportunity Plus.” This is a
program which allows the bank to adjust
the terms of the loan to make them more
favorable for a person buying a house. Mer-
cantile Bank also offers a program similar
to that of Magna Bank’s. Persons wanting
more information about these loan programs
are encouraged to contact the banks,

Owning a home not only allows you to
own your residence but allows you to own
a piece of the community. All members of
the community benefit from the stability and
sense of civic responsibility demonstrated
by homeowners. Because of this, the City
supports any program that enables more
people to become homeowners. These pro-

.grams foster community activism, thereby

making Wood River a better place to live.




A Tribute to Service

Police Officer Darin Reddin and
Fire Captain Mark Burris

Alertness and quick action can sometimes save lives. In
this issue of the Pipeline our Hall of Fame salutes two public
service employees for their extra-ordinary performance which
saved a life.

Fire Captain Mark Burris, while attending a high school
football game, administered cardio-pulmonary resuscitation to
a young girl who had collapsed and was neither breathing nor
had a sustained pulse. Thanks to the professional care given by
Burris, the girl is fine and apparently suffers no ill effects.

Police Officer Darin Reddin, quickly responded to a des-
perate 911 phone call that a premature baby had stopped breath-
ing. He saw the address on the 911 screen, as the call came in,
and dashed to his squad car. When he arrived, the baby had no
reflexes and no heartbeat, He performed CPR and all of a sud-
den the baby sighed and started breathing. The baby is now
home and doing great.

We’re proud of our professionally trained staff and their

dedication to our community.
|

Retiring After 30 Years

Rita Carter retired on June
28 after 30 years as police
telecommunicator. The City
Council recently recognized
Rita at a Council meeting in ap-
preciation for her many years
of service. The telecommuni-
cator position is an extremely
responsible and stressful job
which Rita handled with case,
Her calm and friendly manner
will be missed by all. Rita’s favorite pastime is playing BINGO
(and winning) and enjoying time with her family.

Rita Carter and Mayor Smith

‘We wish her much happiness in her retirement.

Congratulations to the following City employees with sig-
nificant service anniversaries during 1996.

Leonard Proffer

Jean Bruce

Marsha Yarnell

Jim Schneider

Delmar Gusewelle

Steve Alexander Otto Rice Diane Steele

Photographs were not available
for the following:

25 Years: Suc Spencer
Joe Graziana
15 Years: Bill Webber
. Kaye Lorraine
Bob Brown

10 Years: Jeff Warren




New To The
sScene...

At City Hall

Melody Waggoner

High School student Melody
Waggoner has been hired through the Co-
operative Education Program as a part-
time secretary in the City Clerk’s office.
Melody is a Senior at East Alton-Wood
River Community High School and plans
to pursue a career as a legal secretary.
She lives with her parents Ron & Sharon
Waggoner in East Alton.

Melody enjoys shopping, talking on
the phone, driving her new Mustang,
spending time with her friends and family
& attending Blues hockey games!

In The Police
Department

Chris Slusser & Steve Horton

The Wood River Police Department
is happy to introduce our two cadets.
Chris Slusser and Steve Horton are pur-
suing a career in law enforcement at
Lewis & Clark Community College. Al-
though their major role is that of Animal
Control Officers, they also assist officers
with various tasks including enforcement
of parking ordinances, directing traffic,
registering bicycles, etc.

We arc pleased to have them and
hope they continue to further their careers
in Law Enforcement.

 The Friends of the Library are at it
again! They are raffling off a cream
colored afghan (1st prize) and baby
bear doll (2nd prize). Tickets are $1
each or six for $5. The drawing will
be held on December 9, at the Bake
Sale.

Last Summer, winners from the quilt/
$50 raffle were Jean Burgess and Beth
Smith. The Friends purchased a com-
puter and printer for the library with
monies raised from the raffle and May

Another big thanks goes out to the
First Christian Church of Wood River.
The congregation took up an offer-
ing in May recognizing their 75th an-
niversary. Ten percent of this offer-
ing was designated for community
outreach, The library received $2,000
from this to buy new computer equip-
ment. The library cannot thank the
First Christian Church members
enough for their generous gift.

Come check out the 61 new sports
and recreation videos added to the li-
brary through an Illinois State Library
LSCA grant.

All family tree buffs are welcome to
come join the genealogy group meet-
ings at the library on the second Mon-
day of the month at 6 p.m. Lestine
Thien and Paula Seaman are guiding
this group. Genealogy interests are
really growing from the roots up!!!

book sale. The Board and Staff wish
to thank the Friends for all their time
and effort.
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From the Wood River Police Department
Holiday Reminders
1. Park your vehicle at well-lit locations, Jock it, and pocket the keys.
2. Place all packages in the trunk of your vehicle.
3. Carry your purse under your arm.

4. Retain or destroy all credit card carbons.

5, Do not allow young children to be on their own. If they become lost from you,
instruct them to contact a store employee.
6. When you leave, make sure your home appears occupied. Leave lighting, radic or
T.V. on, and be sure to lock all doors.
If you plan to be out of town for the holidays, contact the Police department at
251-3113, and we will make arrangements to check you home while you're away.

Buckle Up and Don't Drink and Drive!




Museum Captures
Spirit of Lewis &

Clark

May 14, 1804— In the words of Cap-
tain William Clark from his field notes:

14tﬁ «p cloudy
tart. Some
ation 1§

Monday May
morning fixing for a’s
rovisions on examin
b found to be wet Rain at
9 o'clock. Many of the neighbors
he Countrey Mail

came from t
and fee mail. rained the greater
part of the day . . . - Set out from

Bois at
Camp River at Du
4 o'clock p.m. and procee.ded
up the Missouri under. sail z‘o i
the first Island in the Missouri....

We, the citizens of Wood River, in-
habit a place where an unprecedented hisy,
torical event of our nation took place.This
is the actual spot where Lewis & Clark
made winter preparations in 1803 at their
fort, Camp Wood, located on the Wood
River. The river at that time flowed di-
rectly out of what would be the City of
Wood River. On May 14, 1804, the conti-
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Charles James, Vice President &
Chairman, Building & Grounds

nent of some 30 personnel left our city, a
wilderness at that time, for that epic jour-
ney to the West Coast—a journey com-
parable to the discovery of America by
Columbus.

To celebrate this and other events in-
cluding Indian activities, Benbow City, and
the AMOCO era, the Wood River Heri-
tage Council is in the midst of assembling
a wonderful museum and Lewis & Clark
Memorial.

It's mind boggling to try to count up
all the free man-hours that have gone into
this project. Demolition work began last
winter with Bud Cordes and Don Bollman
and now a few months later, we are about
ready to move in and prepare exhibits. It’s
an impossible job to list all the workers,
but there are some who hardly missed a
work session, Non-members such as Mel
Arnold, Bob Hall, Jim McBride, George
Nauyok, and Joe Valdes, as well as many
of the Amocare people have been faithful
with their labors and special knowledge.
Hats off to them all!
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Brick lnscrintion {3

Museum Sets
Opening Date

The Wood River Heritage Council-has
sclected May 10, 1997 as the official
opening day for the Wood River Museum
and Visitor’s Center.

Although the departure of Lewis and
Clark from Camp DuBois on May 14,
1804 was done without fanfare or cer-
emony, the Heritage Council has planned
a day of fun and festivities for the 1997
Commemoration. Exhibits will he in place,
the brick and stone courtyard will be com-
pleted and the Lewis & Clark Memorial
Gazebo will be ready for visitors.A his-
tory tour of selected Wood River sites is
being planned and special food and en-
tertainment will be available. More infor-
mation will be announced as plans ate
completed.

The work at the museum is sfill in
progress but visitors are welcome and vol-
unteers arc always needed.Membership
in the Wood River Heritage Council is
open to everyone. Meetings are held at
7:00 p.m. on the 2nd Wednesday of each

month. )
Lawanda Smith, President

To Order Your Brick or Stone,
Fill oui the form below,

clip and mail
to the Heritage Council.
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Mail this coupon with $50.00 made payable to: Lewis &
Clark Memorial, Send check to: Lewis & Clark Memo-
i rial, P.O. Box 222, Wood River, IL 62095
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Please Print Exactly What Is To Be Engraved On Your Brick
Only one characler {|atter, number, or punctuation mark) or space per square.
Position or canter your name or message exacty as you want it to appearon
your bick. Hyphens, periods, apostrphes, commas, the symbol 4" are avail-
Socenniine: able. Use additional forms to order more than one brick. Single bricks can have I
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Museum Gets
Help From Many

o ok
Special thanks to the Apprentice f;ce
Icfyers and their instructor Iioug{; e

] ick wall in the ¢ .
who laid the bric

] d Raymond
Orville Holtman an
goiirz;i;; the Wood River Labor Local
313)8 assisted the brick layers.

mazingly, 370 bricks and 51?
granite stones have been iual
hased for the Lewis & Clark Memo : r

I time, these will be set out fo
s Short'o (Sur able recorder, Betty
all i? eniJs isponsible for many of th]es:e
Lﬁs e]E)Qenf:e Ory has maintained com;cal :;
;?nan.cial records on his c.c:nmput(t)arrn z:rll !
ports status of the fund in a m

Al White has made a.ll basic przgiarl;ag-
tions in the courtyard to include gr h;
air wall foundation and flag po
'Cham?gt?;n He is planning for lamp bases
::;ﬁiﬁl be .the person who Sﬁts oures;?lil:i:z
icks in place. We all resp:
:Ei(ilzr;tigy alljld enthusiasm.

¢ have ex-

lo many requests wi

deDduzur sales deadline for the purﬁgsi?

‘c:;nstones and bricks (engravedi)ntt(;d i
’t be disappo .

15, 1997. Don’t o
yor r order in before we run out of spal;:ut
3\;3“ have sold two granite bet;c;l;gesl o

. Call 258-
ve room for two more. !
?c?: details. See application on page

Charles A. J a_mes
Chairman Brick Committee

BUSINESS HAPPENINGS IN
WOOD RIVER...
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Council Corner

As the Fall season has arrived, it secems the
right time to congratulate the multitude of Wood
River citizens who have cared enough to spruce
up, repair and renovate their property. Driving
through town, I've noticed the new front porch
and blue vinyl siding that one East Rockhill Road
resident has added, the beautifully new landscaped
front yard in the 800 block of Penning, and I per-
sonally enjoy the well-tended rose garden at First
and Acton. One of our local contractors is pres-
ently siding an older home at the other end of Acton
and it looks terrific, and the list could go on.

Churches and other service agencies are sign-
ing up to keep our major thoroughfares neat and
free of debris. I'm proud of each of these groups
that are working together in support of our com-
munity,

The downtown area is occupied at near ca-
pacity and there are many neat shops to visit. Plenty
of good clean well-lighted parking has been pro-
vided by the City for the convenience of shoppers.

The Wood River Heritage Council is leasing a
building constructed in 1920 and renovation is un-
derway to provide a facility for housing the history
of cur nearly 100 year-old City. A brick wall has
been built and engraved bricks and stones will soon
be laid in the courtyard next to the museum. Plans
for the Lewis and Clark Memorial Gazebo in
Dwiggins Park are complete with funding provided
by the downtown business people. This timely ad-
dition to the park is in recognition of a significant
event in the history of our country and the impor-
tant contribution of Camp Wood River.

When I see so many individuals and groups
interested and involved in working together it makes
me proud of our community. I’'m equally proud of
the efforts the staff and municipal employees make
to do an efficient job. Their “can do” attitude gives
us an edge in taking care of responsibilities and
meeting the goals we have for our City. The City
Council has made progress in working together to
best serve its constituents.

As always, we welcome your input in making
and accomplishing goals in Wood River, I'm proud
of our City and all of our citizens who contribute
to its success. Let’s keep the momentum going in
our goals for a good place to live and work.

Your Mayor,
Lon A. Smith

City Manager's

omments

The 1996 Calendar year was a challenging year for the City
Council and staff. I'd like to share with you some of our accom-
plishments, as well as our disappointment with the Polsky project.

* The Connector Road between Illinois State Routes 143 and 111

was completed. This was an FAU road project funded by a Fed-
eral Grant,

* New curbs and guttering were installed on Elble Street through
Community Development Grant Funds.

» Through a cooperative effort between the Fire Department, Po-
lice Communications and Public Services, the City improved
their fire insurance rating to a class 4. The lowering of our fire
rating will benefit all of our residents and businesses.

* A curb-side recycling program was instituted in accordance with
County ordinance which mandated that the city reduce our waste
stream by 25%. Curb-side recycling will continue to be evalu-
ated as we continue to explore alternatives to our waste dis-
posal.

* The Madison Avenue corridor continues to develop with the ad-
dition of the new Atlas Credit Union building. Currently, request
for proposals are being accepted for development between Third
and Fourth Street, as well as the 500 block of Madison.

* A major decrease in the Amoco Corporations equalized assessed

value dictated that the City work very diligently to reduce our
overall spending. Through a cooperative effort of department
heads and the City Council, the overall City budget was reduced
by $1.4 million. We have tried to maintain a high degree of ser-
vice level, however, this reduction has forced us to postpone
some major improvements and repairs.

* Therepeal of the Retail Rate Law by the Illinois State Legislature
was certainly disappointing to the City of Wood River. This leg-
islative action essentially destroyed the potential for Polsky En-
ergy to develop the Wood River Energy Center within the Lewis
& Clark EnviroTECH Business Park. The City Council and staff
worked diligently for over two years to see this project become
a reality. It is certainly ironic that on the day that the Wood River
Energy Center received all of their necessary permits from the
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency, the Governor signed
the repeal of the Retail Rate Law Legislation into effect. On the
brighter side of things, we still have several prospects for the
Business Park and we will keep you abreast of any future devel-
opments within the park.

As you can see from above, there are many things happening,
within the City of Wood River. If you have any questions or com-
ments, please feel free to contact me at your convenience at 251-
3100.

Joey Tolbert




